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UM RESEARCHER LOOKS AHEAD TO W EST’S ECONOM IC CHALLENGES
MISSOULA—
Montana’s population has grown more than 10 percent since 1990, and during the
decade 1995-2005 Montana is expected to become one of the 10 fastest growing states. The
population is predicted to increase by nearly 140,000, with most of that growth focused in the
western part of the state.
These trends raise several important questions that a regional economics expert at The
University of Montana-Missoula will examine Wednesday, March 11, in a lecture at UM ’s
Center for the Rocky Mountain West, located in Missoula’s Old Milwaukee Station.
The lecture, “Economic Restructuring and Transformation in the Rocky Mountain
West” by Larry Swanson, will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the main floor meeting room. Swanson is
an associate director at the center and head of its regional economics program.
In his talk, Swanson will look at what economic forces are driving the growth trend,
whether a new and different economy is taking shape in the region, and, if so, what are its key
elements.
“Finally,” he said, “the fundamental question for the region is: What challenges and
opportunities lie ahead for the region’s residents and communities as growth and economic
restructuring continues?”
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Swanson will attempt to put these questions into a national and global context. He also
will discuss how larger patterns of change in the economy are playing themselves out in
western Montana and the Five Valley region around Missoula.
As part of his research at the center, Swanson is developing the Regional Economies
Assessment Database. Before joining the center, he was associate director of UM ’s Bureau of
Business and Economic Research for six years. He has worked on more than 10 major studies
and projects for federal and state agencies, private foundations and businesses. His studies of
rural decline in the Midwest have been cited by national media, including the Wall Street
Journal, The New York Times and The Washington Post.
The Center for the Rocky Mountain West was founded at UM in 1992. Its mission is
to sharpen Westerners’ understanding of the region and guide their visions for its future.
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